Birmingham Civil Rights National Monument. The panel explored the history of the Freedom Rides, the Children's Crusade, and the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing with veterans of the civil rights struggles in the city, including Catherine Burks-Brooks, Janice Wesley Kelsey, and Carolyn McKinstry. On Saturday interested members went on a bus excursion to Sloss Furnaces, once the largest manufacturer of pig iron in the world.
The Committee on Women, Gender, and Sexuality hosted a discussion about policies and strategies available to faculty members and graduate students who have faced sexual harassment and gender discrimination. The Southern Association for Women Historians annual address was delivered by Kendra Taira Field, "'Things to Be Forgotten': African American Family Histories and Silences after Emancipation." The Committee on Minorities organized our final plenary event, on Saturday evening, at the Birmingham Museum of Art, a discussion of African American public history featuring Lonnie Bunch, director of the National Museum of African American History and Culture; Brenda Tindal, director of education and engagement at the International African American Museum; Meredith R. Evans, director of the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum; and Howard Robinson of Alabama State University.
The Executive Council convened in Birmingham on Thursday, November 8, and welcomed aboard new council members W. Fitzhugh Brundage, Glenn T. Eskew, and Lorri Glover. The main item on the agenda was Rice University's request for additional funds to help defray their annual outlays in behalf of the Association, which are substantial and for which we are grateful. To make this possible, the Executive Council approved a modest increase in annual dues. As we are on the sordid topic of coin: There are a number of things SHA members can do to help keep costs down and to ensure the long-term financial health of the Association. Consider, for instance, becoming a recurring member and/or a digital-only member (thesha.org/join). The former ensures more steady revenues to the SHA, and the latter helps reduce our printing costs. As always, we appreciate those who remember the Association in their charitable giving. We are a professional association to be sure, but we are also a nonprofit supporting the cause of history (and reality-based thinking) in and about the American South.
The other major topic of discussion at the Executive Council meeting was the question of enforcement of the Association's sexual harassment policy. The Committee on Women, Gender, and Sexuality redrafted our policy in 2016, and the Association has also adopted a Statement on Inclusiveness, which notes in part that the SHA "strives to treat all of its members with dignity and respect and to provide a community that is free from discrimination whether based on race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, or any other status or classification protected by federal, state or local law." In the era of #MeToo, the question of enforcement, sanctions, and penalties remains, however, especially as the American Historical Association no longer provides legal counsel on such questions to its affiliate organizations. In the end, President Censer and incoming president William Link determined to create a subcommittee to explore best practices among other professional associations, including those for the sciences. The new subcommittee is composed in equal parts of members of the Committee on Women, Gender, and Sexuality and the Executive Council. Kirsten E. Wood of Florida International University and Craig Thompson Friend of North Carolina State University will be cochairs. Finally, the Council elected the Nominating Committee: Talitha LeFlouria, University of Virginia; Adrienne Monteith Petty, College of William and Mary; Aaron Sheehan-Dean, Louisiana State University; and Christina Snyder, Pennsylvania State University. Gaines M. Foster will continue over from last year to serve as chair.
We are greatly looking forward to our upcoming meeting in Louisville, Kentucky, November 7-10, 2019, at the Galt House Hotel. Some of our members may remember the Galt House less than fondly; as a connoisseur of old hotels, I found its broken-down gambling boat vibe almost charming. But I can assure the membership that the venue has undergone a complete renovation since our last meeting there in 2009, and you will hardly recognize it. Program Committee chairs Jim Giesen and Anne Marshall have received an exceptionally strong slate of proposals and have promised a program that will reflect the breadth and depth of southern history today. In addition to the regular sessions and roundtables, the meeting will feature an opening plenary on felon disenfranchisement, a closing plenary co-hosted by the Kentucky Historical Society and the Filson Historical Society, and a continuance of the popular "History in the Headlines" panel. We hope to see you in Louisville! 
